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I 0 o R. iv. ver. I. 


Let a Mau þ account of us, as of the Mi. 
niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 6 the 
Myſteries of God. 


N the foregoing Chapters of this Epiſtle, the 
Apoſtle is reproving the Corinthians, and ex- 
poſtulating with them about certain Diviſi- 
ons and Contentions that were among them; 
whilſt ſome called themſelves Followers of bim, 1 
ſome of Apollos, others of Cephas, as if they had ch. 1. 2% 
been baptized in their Names, and theſe Men had 1 
been the Authors of their Faith. And in order 

to convince them of the Folly and Unreaſonable- 
neſs of ſuch Diviſions and Diſtinctions, among 
other things he gives them to underſtand that he 
himſelf, and Apollos, were but Miniſters by whomthey ch. 3. 5. 
believed, that is, no more than Inſtruments by 
whom God was pleas d to convey. the knowledge 
of Chriſt and his Goſpel to them; and that whe- 
ther be himſelf, or Apollos, or Cephas, had been in- 
ſtrumental in converting any of them, this was 
no reaſon for them to ſay, I am of Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas : but they were to look upon them» 
ſelves as Diſciples of Chriſt, and to take their de- 
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nomination from - him, not from them, For 
whatever they were, it was for their Seryice and 
| ch. z. 22. for their Sakes, Mhether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
2 Phas, ſays he, all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's : 
Which indeed was a very good Argument to 
them to lay aſide thoſe their unreaſonable Diſtin- 
ctions and Diviſions, +, «+ 1, \ 
But after the Apoſtle had ſaid thus much, as 
if he had carried the matter a little too far, and 
given them occaſion to think too meanly of his 
Office, he ſeems, as it were, to correct himſelf in 
the Words of the Text: the Scope and Cohe- 
rence of which with what goes before, may be il- 
luſtrated by ſome ſuch Paraphraſe as this. 

„ Tho? we are yours, as we have received 
< our Miniſtry for yaur Service and Benefit, 
c yet you are to conſider, we have received it 
ce from Chriſt and from God; and therefore tho 
« we do not pretend to be the Maſters of your 
< Faith, but only Muiſtens by whom ye believed , 
yet you ought to look upon us as the Miniſters 
'£ and Servants of Chriſt, to whom, as to Steu- 
ce grds {which is an Office of great Truſt and 
„ Dignity) .is committed che Care and Over- 
« fight of you, and che Power of diſpenſing to 
you the Myſteries bf the Goſpel. This con- 
Ceive to be the Coherence and Scope ofthe Mords, 
herein the Apoſtle plainly intimates a more 
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chan ordinary account to be made of the Mini- 


ſters of the Goſpel, eſpecially of the Apoſtles of 


Chriſt. Let Men fo account of us, ſays he, not 
as of the Servants of Men only (tho we are 


their Seryants too for Jeſus ſake) but rather as of 2 Cor. 


the Mimiſters, Officers or Servants, of Chriſt, and 


Stewards appointed to diſpenſe the Myſteries of 


God. 
From which Words I ſhall take occafton, and 
hope it will not be thought unſuicable to the 


preſent Solemnity, to conſider wherein that account 
which we ought to make of our Spiritual Paſtors 
and Governours does. conſiſt, and what is im- 


plied in it. 


Now, fo to account of our Spiritual Paſtors 
and Governours as we ought, implies chiefly 


theſe two things. 


Firſt, J uſt and duc Apprehenſions concerning 


their Office and Authority. 


Secondly, Suitable Carriage and Demeanour - 


towards them. 


intent and meaning of my Text, and ſhall be 
the Subject of che following Diſcourſe. 
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adminiſter the Holy Sacraments themſelves, that 


In the fir/t.place, I conceive Men cannot ſo 
account ot their Spiritual Paſtors and Governours 
as they ought, without juſt and due Apprehen- 
ſions concerning their Office and Authority. 
And this is a Conſideration which I wiſh there 
were not ſo great occaſion for, as it is evident 


there is, in theſe our Days. For inſtead of ha- 
ving juſt and due Apprehenſions concerning the 
Sacred Functions, ſome Perſons of looſe Princi- 


ples are now reviving ſuch Opinions about them 
as tend, not only to leſſen the Regard and Ve- 
neration that is due to them, but even to deſtroy 
the very Being of them. 

Theſe Men openly deny the Divine Original 
and Authority of the whole preſent Mini- 
ry, and inſtead of accounting of us as the Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt, make us no more than the Servants 


and Creatures of Men. All Spiritual Power they 
utterly reject as a piece of Uſurpation, Tyranny, 
and Prieſt-craft, and will allow of no inherent 
Rights in the Clergy, not even that of miniſtring 


about holy things, which they tell us, the People may 


appoint, ordain, or authorize any Body to do. 
And as they deny the Divine Inſtitution and Au- 
thoricy of the Miniſtry , ſo indeed they have 
no Opinion of the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of it. 
They make no ſcruple to affirm that Men may 


they 
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they may pray and read the Goſpel at home, 
that Chriſtians are not obliged to live in Com- 
munion with any Church, and might do as well 
or better, tho there were no ſuch thing as a Bi- 
ſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, or Church - Aſſembly 
in the World. Theſe and ſuch like bold Aſſerti- 
ons ſome are not afraid to publiſh, with diverſe 
Reflections upon holy Perſons and Things, ſo 
abuſive and indecent, that it were a Profanation 

of this Place, and this Solemnity, to recite them. 
It is not my deſign here to enter upon a Con- 
futation of theſe pernicious Doctrines, which. I 
reſume, can never much affect, or at leaſt per- 
vert the Minds of thoſe, who, inſtead of following 
their own vain Imaginations, are willing to be 
guided by the holy Scriptures, interpreted by Pri- 
mitive Practice. For tho the Authors of theſe 
Novel Opinions ſhew no great regard to it, be- 
cauſe it is ſo clear an Evidence againſt them, yet 
Primitive Antiquity is certainly the beſt Means for 
the Interpretation of Scripture, in matters relating 
to the Adminiſtration and Government of the 
Church. And I think, none ever did, or can, 
abſolutely reject it, but either Enthuſiaſts who, 
are ready to ſer aſide even the Scriptures themſelves, 
or Innovators in Religion, who are fond of new 
and ſtrange Doctrines, and Schemes of their own 


Inyention. „ | 
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Now, how ſtrange, how monſtrous, yea, how 
impious and deſtructive of all Religion would 
the aforementioned Notions have been thought 
in ancient Times? Idon't mean ſince the Papal 
Uſurpations and Tyranny (which ſome would 
fain make the Original and Spring of all Church- 
Power and Authority); but I mean in the moſt 
Primitive and Pureſt Ages of the Church ; when 
tis Notorious that Deacons, Prieſts, and Bi- 
ſhops were ſolemnly made, ordained, and con- 

ſecrated, as they now are; when the People 
had ſuch Notions of the Office and Authority of 
their Spiritual Paſtors, that they not only paid them 
the utmoſt Reſpect and Reverence, bur readily 
obey d them, and ſubmitted to their Cenſures 
and the Penances enjoin d by them; when 

Men were ſo far from making any queſtion of 

the Neceſſity of Church Communion, and of 
Receiving the Holy Sacrament (which they ne- 
ver dreamt of giving to themſelves) that they 
thought their Condition dangerous and deſperate, 
till they were ſolemnly reconciled to the Church, 
and reſtored and admitted to the Publick Wor- 
ſhip and Ordinances ; when, in truth, they fo 
accounted of their Biſhops, as of their Spiritual 
Fathers and Governours, and looked upon them 
not only as Miniſters and Stewards, but as it were 
Subſtitutes and Repreſentatives of Chriſt, and of 
God. Lo kezengzerwes or; Such 
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uch were the Notions, ſuch the Apprehenſi- 


* 
4 ons of Chriſtians, in the firſt and pureſt Ages, 
t when it cannot be pretended they could be ig- 
[ norant of the true nature of theſe things; and 
3 when it was impoſſible for any Uſurpation, or 
a Tyranny, or Prieſt- craft to be attempted, or put 
in practice. 

a But Chriſtianity was then more firmly believ- 


ed, and more ſincerely profeſs d, and conſe- 
quently the Sacred Miniſty was had in greater 
regard, and the Dignity and Authority of it 
more duly conſider d. In ſo Prophane and 
Sceptical an Age as ours, when ſo many Mens 
Minds ſeem to be ſet againſt Chriſtianity it ſelf, 
it is no wonder if they ſhew their utmoſt Spite 
and Malice againſt the Miniſtry, which is ſo great a 
Support of it, and endeavour by all means to 
leſſen its Authority. When the Myſteries of the 
Chriſtian Faith are not only called in queſtion, 
but rejected as Impoſſibilities and Contradictions; WE! 
when the Holy Sacraments are no longer thought 5 
to be of any great Efficacy or Uſe; when At- 
tempts are made to perſuade Men that Public 
Worſhip and Communion with any Church is 
not neceſſary, unleſs it be for a quiet Life; when 
the Truth and Neceſſity of all Revealed Religion 
are doubted of, or rather directly denied; it can- 
not be expected that the Men of this way ſhould 
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Rom. 15. 3. 
Matth. 10. 
4, 25 


have any great Opinion of the Dignity and Au- 
thority, whillt they thus overthrow the Neceſſit 


. of Sacred Offices. No, when the High Prieſt of 


our profeſſion, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our 


Souls, endures ſuch contradiction of Sinners againſt 
himſelf, when his Divinity and Satisfaction are de- 
nied, and he himſelf is made, in a manner, no 
more than the Author of a new Sect; we are not 
to think it ſtrange, if his Miniſters, who derive 
their Commiſſion and Authority from him, do 
alſo ſuffer with him, and the reproaches of them that 
reproach him, fall upon them. The Diſciple, as he 
himſelf tells us, is not above his Maſter, nor the 
Servant above his Lord. It is enough for the Di/- 
ciple that he be as his Maſter, and the Servant as his 
Lord; if they have called the Maſter of the Houſe 
Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them of his 
Houſhold * | 

I fear 1 have ſuffer d my ſelf to be led into too 
long a Digreſſion upon thele looſe and extrava- 
gant Notions, which are ſo much the Mode 
and Faſhion: tho' I hope, it was not alto- 
gether foreign, either to my Argument or 


the preſent Occaſion, to take notice of them. 


To proceed now directly in my Deſign ; ſince, 
as I have ſaid, Men cannot ſo account of their 
Spiritual Paſtors and Governours as they ought, 
without due Apprehenſions concerning their Of- 
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fice and Authority, it may not be improper 
to ſhew briefly, what the Holy Scriptures teach 


us concerning this matter. And in order to 


this, I ſhall only conſider the Titles and Appel- 
lations which are there given to the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, which will evidently ſhew what account 
we ought to make of their Office and Authority, 
For we may aſſure our ſelves, the Sacred Writers 
would never uſe ſuch Terms, or give ſuch Ti- 
tles and Appellations to Perſons or Things as 
ſhould lead us into wrong Notions and Appre- 
henſions concerning them. 

Now tis evident that, in the New Teſtament, 
the Paſtors and Governours of the Church, be- 
ſides the proper Names belonging to their reſpe- 
ctive Offices, ſuch as Apoſtles, Biſhops, and Elders, 
have divers other figurative Appellationsand Ti- 
tles given to them. As for the proper Names 
of the Sacred Functions, I ſhall not inſiſt upon 
them, only I think my felt obliged upon this 
Occaſion juſt to rake notice of that of Biſhops: 
A Title which ſignifies thoſe who have the over- 
ſight, care, and ordering of certain Perſons or 
Things, and plainly imports a Superiority, Pre- 
heminence and Authority belonging to it. And 
as the Original Word is applied both by the 
Greek Interpreters of the Old Teſtament, and by 
Profane Writers, to Offices of the greateſt Truſt, 
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Authority, and Dignity ; ſo the Apoſtle did not 
think it any diminution to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
Per. 2. 25. to call him the Biſhop of our Souls. 
| But I proceed ro the other Appellations and 
Figures, made uſe of to expreſs the Sacred Offices. 
Some of theſe, indeed, ſeem to import no more 
than an Obligation to great Labour and Dili- 
pence, and being taken from mean and \ſervile 
Employments, do not of themſelves give any 
advantage to the Character, nor raiſe any great 
Ideas in us, of the Office and Authority of thoſe 
who miniſter in holy Things. As when they are 
rie, called Miniſters, Servants, or * Officers, Builders, 
Face. ” and Labourers, Labourers in God's Husbandry, in 
th. 20. his Vineyard and Harveſt. Theſe Metaphors, I 
"4 9:37» confeſs, ſeem of themſelves to carry with them 
a Notion of Meanneſs. But when it is conſider d 
whoſe Miniſters and Offcers they are, and whoſe 
Companions in Labour, namely, the Miniſters 
of God and Chriſt, Labourers together with God, 
. 6 1, and Workers together with Chriſt, they give us quite 
a different view of the matter. For ſurely no Of- 
fice or Employment can be thought mean or 
diſhonourable, in which Men are allowed to 
reckon themſelves uot only the immediate Ser- 
vants of God and Chriſt, but alſo Labourers and 
Workers with them, | 
But there are other Titles and Appellations, 
r ich 


e 
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which, as they ſuppoſe Care and Diligence, be- 
cauſe they import a great Truſt, ſo they carry 
in them undeniable Characters of great Honour, 
Dignity, and Authority, One of theſe we have 
in the Text, « namely, the Title of Stewards, 
which is the moſt honourablein a Family; whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to watch over the Houſhold, to 
have the Care and Inſpection of the reſt of the 
Servants, and to aſſign to every one his due ſhare 
both of Labour and Proviſion. And fo in the 13 
Church, which is the Houſhold of God and Chriſt, Robeſ 2.10 
the Office of a Steward muſt needs be a Station 3. 11. 
of great Truſt, Authority, and Dignity. Tis **: 3% 
true, other Chriſtians may be called Stewards of El 
the manifold Grace of God, with regard to that pro- 1 Per. 4. 100 
portion of extraordinary Gifts which they may ; 
have receivd, and muſt give an account of; and 
in this Senſe, every Man is to give account of his 
Stewardſhip, even for ordinary Talents, and com- 
mon Gifts and Graces. But to be Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, as the Text ſpeaks, this is an 
Honour belonging ſolely to the Paſtors and Go- 
vernours of his Church, and therefore is ſpoken 
only of them: who having the Care and Order- 
ing of holy Things, the Power of diſpenſing the 1 
Word and Sacraments, and of ſeparating and 44. 13. 
ordaining Perſons to the Sacred Miniſtry, may 4 
more properly be accounted Stewards in God's 


Fl! 
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And accordingly we find St. Paul, in his Epi- 
ſtle to Titus, exprelly calls a Biſhop the Steward 
of God, and plainly intimates it to be an Office 
of great Truſt, Authority, and Dignity, by ma- 
king it an Argument why his Character and 
Conduct ſhould be more peculiarly unblame- 
able. For a Biſhop, lays he, muſt be blameleſs as 
the Steward of God, that is, as becomes one who 
is entruſted with the Care and Government of the 
Church, which is God's Houſhold. And for 
the ſame realon, in his fit Epiſtle to Timothy, 
he makes it a ecell, wry Qualification of a Biſhop, 
char he rule his own Houſe well, having his Children 
in Subjection, with all Gravity. For lays he, if 4 
Man know not how to rule his own Houſe, Gow ſhall 
he take care of the Church of God ? where we may 
obſerve, by the way, the Apoſtle carries the Noti- 
on of the Office and Authority of a Biſhop in 
the Church ſtill higher, comparing it not only 
to that of a Steward, but to that of a Father in 
his Family. 

Another Title which ſpeaks the greateſt Dig- 
nity and Excellency in the Miniſters of Chriſt, is 
that of Ambaſſadors. God was in Chriſt, ſays the 
Apoſtle, reconciling the World unto himſelf, not im- 
puting their Treſpaſſes unto them; and hath commit- 
ted unto us the Word of reconciliation. Now then, 
lays he, we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, - as though 


God 
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God did beſeech you by us (as he did before by 
Chriſt himſelf) we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye 
reconciled to God. The great deſign upon which 
our Saviour came into the World, was to ſet on 
foot a Treaty, and to bethe Mediator of a Peace 
betwixt God and Man. This he firſt perform'd in 
his own Perſon, taking our Nature upon him, and 
dwelling among us, and art laſt, giving his Life a 
Ranſome, in order thereto. But when the time 
came that he mult leave the World and go again to 
his Father, he left what remain d of this Aﬀair to 
his Apoſtles, committing the Word of Reconciliation 
to them, and giving them a Commiſſion and 
Charge, to preach the Goſpel to every Cre ture, and 
to perſuade Men to repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, ſor the remiſſion of Sins. This 
was the Commiſſion given by Chriſt to his Apo- 
ſtles, who therefore thought it no preſumption 
to ſtile themſelves Ambaſſadors for him. 

Next to this Title 'of Ambaſſadors it may not 
be improper juſt to mention that of Angels, which 


in the Revelation of St. Fohn, is given to the /e- ch. 2. 


ven Biſhops of the ſeven Churches in Aſia, and 
plainly implies both their Divine Miſſion and 
Authority, and the great Dignity and Excellen- 
cy of their Office. 

Thus by theſe Titles and Appellations, we 
ſee what Notions and Apprehenſions the Scriptures 
teach us| to. have concerning our Spiritual Paſtors 
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and Governours, and their Office and Authority: 
that we ought to look upon them as an Order of 
Men, inſcituted by God for the greateſt and no- 
bleſt Purpoſes, and called to an Office of the 
higheſt Truſt, Authority, and Dignity: That 
vue are to conſider them as having an immediate 
Relation to God, and that, not only as his Mi- 
niſters and Stewards, but as his Angels or Meſſen- 
gers and Ambaſſadors; by whom as by his Subſti- 
cutes, he adminiſters the Affairs of his Church, 
which is his Spiritual Kingdom, as he does thoſe 
of the World, which is his Temporal Kingdom 
by the higher Powers. which are allo ordained of God, 
and are his Miniſters to us for good; That, in ſhort, 
we ought to eſteem and honour them as Spiri- 
cual Superiors , and be ſubmiſſive and obedient 
to them in holy things, as to thoſe who are over us 
in the Lord. If therefore we would /o account of 
our Spiritual Paſtors as we ought, and as the 
Scriptures teach us, we muſt thus think of their 
Office and Authority. | 
For tho thele excellent things were ſpoken prima- 
rily of the Apoſtles, and of thoſe who were im- 
mediately appointed and ordain'd by them; and 
cho' theſe great and glorious Characters do in the 
ſtricteſt and higheſt Senſe belong moſt properly 
to them, who received their Commiſton and 
Inſtructions either immediately from Chriſt, or 
from the Apoſtles, by the direction of. the Holy 
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Ghoſt, and were endued with miraculous Powers, - 


and extraordinary Gifts and Graces; yet in a low- 


er ſenſe, and in proportion, they are applicable to 


all the following Governours of the Church. 
For they ſucceeding the Apoſtles, in ſuch parts of 
their Office, and in ſuch degrees of their Power 
and Authority, as are neceſſary for the good Go- 
vernment and Edification of the Church in all A- 
ges, are conſequently entituled in ſome ſenſe to 
thoſe Characters and Deſignations given to them, 
and to ſome proportionable degree of that Ho- 
nour and Dignity which thoſe Characters im- 
port. * 
; And therefore we find that the good primitive 
Biſhops, tho they did not think fit to retain the 
proper name of Apoſtles (as judging it more con- 
venient to be reſerv'd to thoſe who were imme- 
diately 2 by Chriſt with extraordinary Powers 
and Gifts) yet they ſtill look d upon themſelves as 
Succeſſors to them in the Government of the Church, 
and claim d a Preheminence anſwerable to that 
Character, and exercis d a ſuitable Authority. 
And accordingly the People readily acknowledg- 
ed them as ſuch; and paid them the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect and Obedience. Wherein, that the former 
ſhould wrongfully aſſume a Character and Au- 


thority that did not belong to them, or the lat- 
ter weakly comply and ſubmit to it, is not in 
che leaſt degree credible. And to reſolve the Ex- 
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erciſe of Spiritual Authority and Eccleſiaſtical 
Functions into nothing elſe but the Primitive Bi- 
ſhops aping the Apoſtles in every thing, which a 
lat Writer does, as it is a very bold, un- 
fair, and unmannerly Suppoſition, ſo it is alto- 
gether groundleſs and precarious, and being ca- 
pable of no Proof, needs no Confutation. 

But it is farther obſervable, that when the Ci- 
vil. Powers became Chriſtian, they were ſo far from 
imagining that the Biſhops and Governours of 
the Church, had aſſumed too much to them- 
ſelves, and were too highly eſteem d, that they 
did all they could to ſtrengthen their Spiritual 
Authority, and ſecure the Eſteem and Regard 
due to them, by conferring Temporal Powers, 
Privileges, and Honours upon them. 
Theſe are undeniable Evidences of the Senſe 
of Chriſtians in thoſe times, when they could 
not be ignorant what Power and Authority the 
Biſhops and Governours of the Church had al- 
ways been inveſted with, and what account was 
to be made of their Character and Office. And 
if Men would be pleas d to take their Notions of 
ſuch things as theſe, from the general Rules laid 
down in Scripture r them, interpreted 
by the Univerſal Practice of the Ages immedi- 
ately ſucceeding (which. is the way oo 
all other: ancient Laws) it is impoſſible they 
ſhould ever entertain any ſuch. looſe and extra- 
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cal vagant * concerning the lacred Miniſtry, 

i- as ſome among us have of late taken the Bold. 

a neſs to advance. 

n- Thus I have done with the firſt thing [ men- 

o- tion d, as implied in that account we ought to make 

a- of our Spiritual Paſtors aud Governours, name- 
ly, juſt and due Apprehenſions een their 

i- Office and N Griot ipsiciod nt br 

N 668057 

of proceed now to che 5 which is, 8 

1 ble Carriage and Demeanour towards them. 
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This is the natural Conſequence. of the for- 
mer, and we act very unnaturally and inconſiſtent- 
ly, if our Carriage and Behaviour towards all 
Men be not anſwerable to their Rank and Qua- 
lity. If therefore we have juſt and worthy Ap- 
prehenſions concerning, the Office and Authority 
of our Spiritual Paſtors and Governours, we 
ought to ſhew.j it, 
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| it. By a ſuitable Reſpec and Reverence, 


| — By a e Reſpect and Reverence. 
This is a Tribute due to all Superiours, and con- 


| quency, to thoſe who are over us in the Lo 
The 


$7 I ITY 
d 6 


Ach. ee Sbmſio and Obedience to 


II. 


— > 5 


buen Pease 
The Apoſtle's Exhortation tothis purpoſe is very 
preſſing and emphatical. Ve beſeech you Bre- 
Teſ 5. thren, to know them which labour among you, did are 
2, 13- over hon in the Lord, and atmonifh you, that is; to 
have a ſpecial Regard to them, and to confider 
5 their Divine Character, Office, and Authority 
Erd. 1. G, (for ſo the Word which we render Knowing is 
[7 uſed) and in . conſequence of this Knowledge, to 
2 24 eſteem them very higbiy or ſuperabundantly (we 
| wi, want a Word to expreſs the force of the Original) 
| and all this in love too, for their Works ſake. And 
| certainly if any Work, any Office deſerves the 
higheſt eſteem and on Br tis that of our Spiri- 
tual Raſtors and Governours. We have ſeen 
-what account the Scriprures give us of their Office 

and Authority, and how near à Relation they are 

ſaid to bear to God and Chrift, which are mani- 
- eſt Indications of that extraordinary Reſpect and 
Reverence whichisdue to them. And indeed no 
Contempt can be ſhewn, no Indignity offer'd 
to them, but it muſt in the end reflect and fall 
upon God himſelf, So our Saviour's own Words 
warrant us to think who when he ſent. out the 70 
Diſciples (cho' they were nor of the higheſt Or- 
N 10: der) told them, He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, 
and be that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 


Now altho' this — and Reverence to our 
Spiritual Governours, be chicfly, and one - 
# | _ mediate 
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mediately due to their Office and Character, as 
Muniſters of Chriſt and Stewards of God, to whom 
the Care and Government of his Honuſhold the 
Church, is committed; yet, for the ſake of that 
Office and Character, it is neceſſary their Perſons 
alſo ſhould be treated with a ſuitable Reſpect. 
Every one that owns that Sacred Order, muſt 
acknowledge that the Office and Character of a 
Biſhop is moſt venerable and worthy of double Ho- 1 Tim. 
nour. And, I think, every one that loves, as well 
as owns the Order of Biſhops, ought for the 
ſame reaſon. to allow that their Perſons alſo 
ſhould be reverenced and had in the greateſt E- 
ſtem. 

For in the caſe of Reſpect and Reverence due 
to any Order of Men, to diſtinguiſh betwixt the 
Office and the Perſon, is either abſurd and impra- 
cticable, or at leaft dangerous, and of very ill con- 
ſequence. How ſhall any Man expreſs his Re- 
gard and Reverence for another Man's Office, 
Character, or Profeſſion, but by ſhewing it to 
his Perſon ? or how ſhall he make him and the 
World believe he has ſuch a Reſpect for his Pro- 
ſeſſion, whilft he ſhews a Neglect or Contempt 
of his Perſon ? Indeed a Man may yield Obedience 
to a Superiour in the exerciſe of his Office out of 
Fear, and becauſe it is in his Power to puniſh him 
it. he does not: but what Reſpect, what Reve- 
rence is chere in this, eſpecially if at che ſame time 


© —Uäͤä—— — ʒX— 9 Fw 


* 


8 ** e 


l Sermon Preach'd at the © + 


8 „ 


4 


he makes it his Buſineſs, as far as he can 
do it with ſafety, to ſpeak evil of him, to diſ- 
parage his Perſon, or miſrepreſent his Acti- 
ons? If it be laid, that Men may ſufficiently diſ- 
cover their Eſteem and Veneration for any Or- 
der of Men, by ſhewing Reſpect and Reverence 
to ſome, tho they dont think fit to do it to o- 
thers of che ſame Order, I deſire it may be con- 
ſider d how ſuch a partial Regard as this ſhall 
be diſtinguiſhd from a mere Reſpect of Perſons. 
For if it be not a mere Reſpect to their Perſons, 
if it be meant to their Office or Character, 
why ſhould it not be paid to others, who on 
that account have an equal Title to it? 
But whether it be a thing practicable or no, 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Perſon and the Offce, 
in the Reſpect and Reverence due to any Order 
of Men, it is certainly a dangerous Practice, and 
of very ill Conſequence, for Men to take the li- 
berty, by virtue of ſuch a nice diſtinction, to 
vilify, or caſt any Reproach or Contempt upon 
their Superiorus. The generality of Men will not, 
I doubt, they cannot, diſtinguiſh'ſo nicely. If 
we give our ſelves. leave to do or fay any thing 
to the diſparagement and diminution of the Per- 
ſons of our Superiours, Men, in ſpite of all ſuch 
Diſtinctions, will imagine we have no great, 
Regard to their. , Office and: Authority. And 
how then can we expect others-ſhould haye an 
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great Eſteem for it, when, as far as appears to 
them, we have little or no Opinion of it our 


ſelyes? ſo that every Deſpite done, every Con- 


tempt ſhewn to our Superiours, will naturally af- 
fect their Office and Character, and by leſſening 
Mens Opinion ofit, weaken their Authority, and 
may by degrees utterly deſtroy it. 

But beſides this, as it is a thing of ſuch fatal 
Conſequence to create a Diſreſpect and Diſeſteem 
of our Superiqurs in other Men, by our Cenſures 
and hard Speeches concerning them; ſo it is no 


leſs dangerous to cheriſh hard Thoughts and ill 


Opinions of them in our own Minds, by being 


too ready to hearken to the falſe Suggeſtions and 
Calumnies of others. For as ſuch hard Thoughts 
and ill Opinions cannor well be ſeparated from 


Spite, and Envy, and ill Will to them: ſo from 


an ill Will to their Perſons, it is but too eaſie and 
too natural a ſtep to a Contempt of their Autho- 
rity. Such is the Infirmity of human Nature 
that, we know, Men will ſometimes oppoſe and 
call in queſtion thoſe Rights and Powers, which, 
at other times, ſhall be accounted moſt ſacred and 
unqueſtionable by them, only becauſe they have 
an ill Will co the Perſons that are entruſted with 
them, and do not fancy the Hands thy are lodg- 
ed in. The Citizens which our Saviour ſpeaks of 


in one of his Parables, were not unlike ſuch 


D Men, 
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Men, only they were a little more open and in- 
genuous : for they having conceived a diſlike and 
hatred of their Governour, did not ſtand diſputing 
and arguing againſt his Right or Authority, but ſent 
a Meſſage after him, ſaying plainly, we will not have 
this Man to rule over us. 
thought it not improper, upon this Occaſion, 
ro ſay thus much concerning the Folly and Dan- 
ger of pretending to diſtinguiſh berwixt the Office 
and the Perſons of our Superiours, in the Reſpect 
and Reverence that is due to them. For this 
ſeems to be the only Plea that ſome among us 
can have, for the unaccountable liberty they take, 
now a days, of reproaching and vilifying the Per- 
ſons, as well as cenſuring and condemning the Acti- 
ons, of thoſe who are over them in the Lord. It has, 
methinks, a ſtrange appearance at leaſt, and 
would be a perfect Paradox in Theory, were it 
not lately grown ſo common in Practice, for 
Men that would be thought the only true Sons 
of the Church, to ſhew no greater Reverence to the 
Fathers of it; and it is equally ſurprizing that 
thoſe who pretend to riſe higheſt in their Notions, 
and to be the greateſt Aſſertors of Epiſcopacy, 
ſhould fall loweſt in their Reſpect, and have 
the leaft regard for their Biſhops. But when 
ſome ſhall be eſteem'd Church- Men, who ſel- 
15 35 dom 
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dom ornever vouchſafeto comenear the Church; 
others may as well be accounted Epiſcopal- 


Men, tho they ſhew the utmoſt Diſreſpect and 


Contempt of Biſhops. All that ſuch Men can 
ſay for themſelves, I conceive, is this, that in- 
deed they have the greateſt Regard and the moſt 

rofound Veneration for their Order and Office, 
ah they do not think themſelves always obliged to 
ſhew Reſpect to their Perſons. But how ablurdin 
it ſelf, and how pernicious in its Conſequences this 
Diſtinction is, has been briefly conſider d. So 
that were our Eccleſiaſtical Superiours ſuch as ſome 
are pleaſed to repreſent them, were thoſe heinous 
Things true, which ſome hing Lips do cruelly, 
diſdainfully, and deſpitefully ſpeak, againſt them, it 
were hardly conſiſtent with that Regard and Ve- 
neration that is due to their Order, or with a 
real Affection and Zeal for it, to reproach, re- 
vile, or inveigh againſt them ſo freely, as too 
many now adays are apt to do. How much 
more unreaſonable, and unjuſtifiable then, is ſuch 
a Practice, when thoſe upon whom ſuch Re- 
proaches and Invectives are ſo liberally beſtowed, 
are undeniably Eminent for their Piety and Eearn- 
ing, and Prudence, and are known to have di- 
ſtinguiſhed themſelves by their Zeal for this Church, 
and their ſtedfaſt Adherence to it, in the moſt 


difficult and dangerous Times; and have now 
D 2 no 
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no other Crime laid to their Charge, bur their 
Unwillingneſs to be trying dangerous Experiments 
in order to ſecure a Church, which, by the Bleſing 
of God, under the Adminiſtration of a moſt religious 
and gracious Queen, is in aſafe and flouriſhing Con- 
dition. | 

But to conclude this point, we fee there is a 
more than ordinary Reſpect and Reverence due 
ro our Spiritual Paſtors and Governours, and 
that not only to their Office and Character, bur 
to their Perſons too, for the ſake of their Offce, 
which will always ſuffer more or leſs by any De- 
ſpice or Injury done to them. When by the 
Providence of God, by lawful Authority, and 
a regular Ordination, Men are called to any 
Office and Adminiſtration in the Church, eſpe- 
cially to the Government of it; they have a 
Title not only to be obeyed, but alſo to be re- 
verenced, and had in honour by us. Tis true, 
to borrow the Apoſtles Words, they have this 
T reaſure in Earthen Veſſels, they are mortal Men, 
ſubject to like Paſſions and Frailties with others, and 
may be guilty of Miſtakes and Miſcarriages, not- 
' 15. withſtanding the Grace that is given unto them: 
bur till they are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of God, they are our ſpiritual Fathers and Go- 
vernours, and ought to be eſteemed and accounted 
of as ſuch, and treated with the utmoſt Reſpect 
and Reverence. 1 Seecondh, 
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Secondly, As we owe a ſuitable Reſpect and Re- 
verence, fo. likewiſe we are to pay a dutiful 
Submiſſion and Obedience to them. This nacural- 
ly follows from the Relation they bear to us, as 
our Spiritual Paſcors and Governours; and there- 
fore the Scriptures in expreſs terms enjoin us to 
obey them and ſubmit our ſelves to them. Heb. 
hall not enter into any long and laborious ” 
Proof of this point, of which there can be no 
diſpute amongſt thoſe that on any ſuch Order 
of Men; who if they have a Right on their ſide to 
overſee, direct, reprove, admoniſh, and inflict 
Spiritual Cenſures upon us; there muſt be an 
Obligation on our part, to ſubmit our ſelves and 
be obedient. And yet as plain and evident a 
Caſe as this is, tis too true in fact, that we ge- 
nerally are not ſo ſenſible of the Obligations we 
are under, to obey our Eccleſiaſtical Superiours, 
nor do we ſhew ſuch regard to their Injunctions, 
Reproofs, Admonitions, and Cenſures as we 
ought. 

Now, the main reaſon of this, I conceive, is 
becauſe their Power is only Spiritual, that is, it 
has to do with the Minds and Conſciences of 
Men, and is not concern'd with their Bodies and 
Eſtates as the Civil Power is; it is rather like that of 
Fathers, than of Princes or Lords, and conſequent- 

ly they do not rule over us after a e 
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and commanding way, as over Servants and Sub- 

jects, but rather in the gentle Methods of Exhor- 

tation, Perſuaſion, and Admonition, as over 

Brethren and Sons: and when they have given 

us Rules and Orders, they have not that Power 

which Temporal Rulers have, and cannot make 

| uſe of external Force, to compel us to Obedience. 

Hence it is, that Men generally have not ſo great 

a regard to the Injunctions, Admonitions, and 
Cenſures, of their Spiritual Governours, as ſuch. 

But if we conſider things ſeriouſly, all this 

-. ought not to leſſen our Opinion of their Autho- 

rity, or of the Obligation we are under to obey 

them. For if God has been pleas d to inſtitute 

an Order of Men to be our Guides and Gover- 

nours in Spiritual Things, and required us to o- 

bey them, and ſubmit our ſelves to them, ſhalt we 

think our ſelves under little or no Obligation to 

pay this Submiſſion and Obedience, becauſe he 

was not pleaſed to impower them to conſtrain 

and compel us to it, by puniſhing us in our Bo- 

dies or Eſtates? Or do we ſuppoſe our {elves 

bound to obey the Civil Magiſtrate, only becauſe 

13. 4. he is a Revenger to execute Wrath on them that do e- 

vil, and has a Power to inflict Civil Puniſhments 

upon us? Does not the Apoſtle expreſly teach us 

5+ That we are to be ſubject to thoſe higher Powers, 

not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake * that is, 
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not only becauſe they can puniſh and revenge 
our Diſobedience, but becauſe they are ordained of '** © 
God? And {hall not thoſe who are over us in the 
Lord be obey'd for Conſcience ſake, becauſe they 
are not to be obeyd tor Wrath too ? 

But what if our Spiritual Governours cannot 
execute that wrath upon us which our Temporal 
Rulers can? What if God did not think it ſuita- 
ble to the Nature of his Spiritual Kingdom, that WF 
they ſhould bear any Sword but that of the Spirit, Epheſ. 6. WW 
which is the Word of God, whereby they can teach, 7? 
exhort, admoniſh, and rebuke with all Authority, but Tit. 2, 1 
cannot compel and force us to Obedience? Do 13 
we therefore think that we are left at perfect li- 
berty, whether we will obey them or not? or 
that our Diſregard or Diſobedience to them, 
ſhall finally go unpuniſhed? No; ſince God, 
who does nothing in vain, has ſo plainly requi- 
red Submiſſion and Obedience to our Spiritual Supe- 
riours, and has given us to underſtand, that he 
takes any Contempt or Deſpite done to them, as 
done to himſelf; this is a rational Aſſurance 
to all Chriſtians that tho he has not thought fit to 
arm them with any Coercive or Vindictive Pow- 
er in this World, he will ſome way or other vin- 
dicate his own Honour and their Authority in bh 
another. And, if, as our Saviour ſpeaks, what- ,, , | 0 
ſoe ver they ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in Hea- 18. 
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ven, we ought to dread their Spiritual Cenſures, 
more than the ſevereſt Puniſhments, which the 
Civil Power can inflict. | 
The time is now too far ſpent, and therefore I 
cannot inſiſt upon diverſe Conſiderations that might 
be proper to enforce this Duty of Obedience to 
our Spiritual Fathers and Governours. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that what has been ſaid under the 
laſt Head, concerning the dangerous Conſequence 
of denying them ſuitable Reſpect and Reverence, 
may as well be applied to this cafe, and will 
hold much ſtronger againſt refuſing a dutiful 
Submiſſion and Obedience to them. For if any 
Contempt or Diſreſpect ſhewn to them, tends 
to the we akning of their Authority, and may in 
' the iſſue endanger the very Order too, much more 
may this be ſaid of Diſobedience. And as for 
that pernicious diſtinctior betwixt their Perſons, 
and their Ofice or Authority, there is not the 
leaſt room for ithere: For as the formal Object 
of Obedience is Authority, ſo conſequently all 
wilful Diſobedience is a flat Denial of it. 
Nothing therefore can be of more deſtructive 
Conſequence to an Epiſcopal: Church, nothing 
more inconſiſtent with a true Zeal for it, nothing 
can gratifie the Adverſaries of it more, than for 
any, that call themſelves Members thereof, to be 
Unduriful and Diſobedient to their Biſhops; to 
88 oppoſe 
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oppoſe, or diſpute their Authority, and to form 
themſelves into Parties and Factions againſt them. 


For this, as it ſpoils the Beauty and Harmony, ſo it 


breaksthe Peace and Unity of an Epiſcopal Church, 
and has too natural and roo manifeſt a Tenden- 
cy to deſtroy the very Being of it. 
But the Conſequence muſt be much more fa- 
tal, the Inconſiſtence ſtill more notorious, and 
the occaſion of joy and triumph to as many as 
have evil will at our Sion would be infinitely grea- 
ter, if any of us who have the honour to bear a- 
part in the ſacred Miniſtry, ſhould be found ſo 
doing. It muſt needs fill the Mouths of our Ad- 
verſaries with laughter, and their tongues with joy, 
to ſee us thus carrying on their Deſigns and fulfil- 


ing their Deſires. For they who would be glad 


to have our Church brought to deſolation, can de- 
lire nothing more than to ſee it divided againſt it 


ſelf ; and then they have good Authority, as well ,,,,,, Wt 
as reaſon, to think, it cannot ſtand. Now how z ß. 


could any Church be more effectually, and more 
fatally divided againſt it ſelf, than if choſe who 
have the Care and Adminiſtration of ic committed 


£0, them and Axe, in effect, the Church by. Repre- Can. 135 | | | 1 


ſentation, ſhould be at variance with one another; 
and they. who are inferiour and ſubordinate a- 
mongſt them, inſtead ot paying a dutiful Sub- 
miſſion and Obedience to their Superiours, ſhould 
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combine together to oppoſe them and leſſen their 
Authority? I need not enlarge upon the diſmal 
*X Conſequences. that muſt neceſſarily follow, 
whenever this happens to be the, caſe. 

I ſhould be very unwilling ſo much as to ſu 
pole it poſſible, (if ſad Experience did not afford 
us inſtances of it) that any of us, who are 
obliged in Duty, Honour and Intereſt, ro do 
all we canto ſupport the Epiſcopal Dignity and 
Authority, ſhould be guilty of any Diſreſpectful 
or Undutiful Behaviour rowards our Biſhops, 
We cannot forget the ſolemn Promiſe we all 
made at our. Admiſſion, to the ' ſacred Miniſtry, 
that we would reverently obey our Ordinaries- ; fol- 
| lowing with a glad mind and will their godly Admoniti- 
ons, and ſubmitting our ſelves to their godly Judg- 
ments. Which Promiſe, whether it be perfectly re- 

concileable 


- . 
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* Ouod enim non periculum metuere debemus de 
offenſa Domini, cum aliqui de Presbyteris, nec Evan- 
gelii nec loci ſui memores, ſed neque futurum Domini 
judicium, neque nunc ſibi præpoſitum Epiſcopum co- 
Fitantes, quod nunquam ommnino ſub © anteceſſoribus 
factum eſt, cum contumelia & conteniptu Prapoſiti 
totum ſibi. vendicent * &. Cyprian. Epiſt. 1 6. Edit. 
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concileable with ſome late practices, [ preſume - 


they who are concern d in them will acknowledge 
themſelves obliged to conſider. 

'Tis high time now that I put an end to this 
Exerciſe of your Patience, and give way to the 


Solemnity that is to follow. And therefore, to 


conclude all in few Words: 
We have ſeen how we are to account of our 
Spiricual Paſtors and Governours, what Notions 


and Apprehenſions we ſhould have of their High 


and Heavenly Calling and Authority, and how 


we ought to carry. and demean our ſelves towards 


them. | 


May all of us therefore who (if we be true Sons 


of this Church of England) can have no diſpute 


with our ſelves concerning the truth of what has 


been ſaid in general, fo ſeriouſly lay it to Heart, 


as effectually to put it in Practice. That we, 


ſhewing all ſuitable Reſpect and Reverence, and 


paying that dutiful Submiſſion and Obedience 
which is due to our Spiritual Governours, they 
who now watch for our Souls as thoſe that muſt 
give account to the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of our 
Souls, may thereby be enabled to do it with Foy, 
and not with Grief, for that, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
will be unprofitable for us. | 


And God of his infinite Mercy grant, that we. 
may always have the | Happineſs to be guided by 
| ſuch 
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"Tb Tg Te true Paſt tors 28 thoſe — — de 
now the Rale over us, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 
to whom, 9 the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Honour, Praiſe and Glory, now 5 for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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